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MUSIC AT ST ALOYSIUS’ COLLEGE
Music is essential to our mission as a Jesuit school for
boys. “The glory of God is man fully alive” wrote
Irenaeus in the Third Century, and Jesuit schooling
seeks to make this manifest through the joy of Music.
Opera, ballet and drama were emphasised in the early
Jesuit schools and our commitment to the performing
arts continues into the 21st Century. Hundreds of
individual students are currently learning a musical
instrument at the College. This is an enterprise that
the College sees great value within.
In his book The Jesuits: A history from Ignatius to the
present, John O’Malley SJ writes that by 1622
performing arts “had become a distinguishing mark of
Jesuits schools and was considered by the Jesuits an
essential component in their educational program. It
taught poise and put eloquence, the mark of a leader
in society, into practice. It sparked enthusiasm in the
students and rescued them at least for a while from
the drudgery of the classroom.”
At St Aloysius’ College, students are offered a range of
experiences in music; from individual tuition and
classroom music to massed choirs and orchestras.
They can participate in liturgies, international
performance tours, major concerts in Sydney’s
premiere performance spaces and the biennial staging
of a full-scale musical. Students also have the
opportunity to perform in lunchtime concerts and
evening recitals.
A comprehensive Choral and Instrumental Music
Program operates at the College. The Choral Program
extends from Years 3 – 12 with choirs ranging from
smaller chamber groups to larger massed choral

ensembles. Every music class is also provided with
opportunities to sing as part of the classroom
curriculum. The instrumental program offers
students the opportunity to perform with small and
large ensembles, including orchestras, concert and
jazz bands, string ensembles, chamber music and
rock bands.
Boys from Year 3 – 12 can participate in classroom
music at the College. Music is studied in Year 3 – 8
as a mandatory course and students elect to study
music in Year 9 – 12.
Music provides an opportunity for every boy at St
Aloysius’ to invest in their love of music and to
reach their potential.

Victoria Williams
Director of Music

Mark Tannock
Principal

CONTACT THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Telephone:
Email:

(02) 9936 5510
music@staloysius.nsw.edu.au
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IMPORTANT MUSIC DEPARTMENT FORMS AND DOCUMENTS
•

Vocal & Instrumental Tuition Handbook

•

Music Tuition Enrolment Form

•

Music Tuition Termination Form

•

Application for Music Ensembles

•

Co-curricular Music Ensembles Rehearsal Schedule
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MUSIC STAFF

Victoria Williams
Director of Music | victoria.williams@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

David Gwilliam
Head of Music Performance | david.gwilliam@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

Gerard Scelzi
Junior School Music Coordinator | gerard.scelzi@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

Jeremy Curtin
Senior Music Teacher | jeremy.curtin@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

Erin Hendry
Senior Music Teacher (Composition Specialist) | erin.hendry@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

Christopher Oxley
Senior Music Teacher | chris.oxley@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

Peta Sawtell
Senior Music Teacher | peta.sawtell@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

Caroline Otto
Head of Strings | caroline.otto@staloysius.nsw.edu.au

Michael Bell
College Accompanist | michael.bell@staloysius.nsw.edu.au
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MUSIC IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

Year 3 and 4 Classroom Music
All boys in Year 3 and 4 receive a 45-minute classroom Music lesson each week. During this time the
boys are introduced to the concepts of Music and they will gain insight and experience in the fields
of theory, critical listening, composition and performance. The primary tool for discovering music
in classroom lessons is the xylophone, accompanied by their student workbook, which is supplied
by the school. All boys also take part in the compulsory string program which consists of a weekly
30-minute group lesson and a weekly 45-minute orchestral session.

Year 3 and 4 String Program
The music performance experience at the College begins in Years 3 and 4 with every student
participating in the Junior School String Program. Each student in these years is assessed for
instrumental suitability and issued with a half or quarter sized violin, viola, cello or double bass.
There are no extra charges made by the College for this tuition and no application form is required.

Strings in Year 5 and Beyond
In Year 5, students are encouraged to either continue private lessons with their string instrument or
to pursue studies on another instrument. Extensive opportunities to play in orchestras extend from
the Junior School up to the Symphony Orchestra in the Senior School.

Year 5 and 6 Classroom Music
All boys in Year 5 and 6 receive two 45-minute classroom Music lessons each week. During this time
the boys develop their understanding of the concepts of Music and gain further insight and
experience in the fields of theory, critical listening, composition and performance. The required text
is Intermezzo: A Music Course for Upper Primary Students by Gerard Scelzi, and this text is supplied
by the College.

Year 5 Concert Band Program
Students in Year 5 have the opportunity to learn a brass, percussion or woodwind instrument at the
College as part of the Year 5 Concert Band program. This program is subsidised by the College and its
aim is to build up the numbers of the lesser-represented instruments, so our musicians can enjoy full
representation of instruments across all ensembles.
The boys who elect to be involved are enrolled in group tuition and attend the Concert Band II
ensemble to supplement their progress on their chosen instrument. Through this program,
participants are encouraged to work their way through the various bands at the College, to
eventually make their way into the Symphonic Wind Ensemble in the Senior School.
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CO-CURRICULA MUSIC IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL
The Junior School co-curricula music program offers boys the opportunity to be involved in a variety
of ensembles and all students are encouraged to be involved. Auditions will take place within the
first two weeks of the school year and following the audition process, every student will be placed
into an ensemble which best reflects their experience level.

Zipoli Choir
•
•

Years 5 and 6
Entry by audition for committed singers

Junior School Choir
•
•

Years 3-6
All students welcome to join

String Orchestra
•

For all students with one or more years’ experience on a string instrument

Chamber String Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for more experienced string players

Junior School Concert Band
•

For all students with one or more years’ experience on a brass, woodwind or percussion
instrument

Junior School Training Band
•
•

For all students with less than one years’ experience on a brass, woodwind or percussion
instrument
Includes students from the Year 5 Concert Band Program

Jazz Ensemble
•
•

A specialised ensemble designed to introduce students to jazz music and improvisation
Entry by audition for experience players

Rock Band
•

Entry by audition for students who sing or play piano, guitar, bass guitar or drums

Guitar Ensemble
•

For all students with one or more years’ experience on the acoustic guitar

Recorder Ensemble
•

All students welcome to join

Ukulele Ensemble
•

All students welcome to join
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ACADEMIC MUSIC IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL

Classroom Music in Years 7 – 10
In Year 7 – 10 Music, students will have experiences in performance, composition and listening
through a variety of musical contexts and genres. They will learn about the concepts of Music
through integrated class activities.
In Year 7 Music, boys will be expected to maintain a Music portfolio each semester, which will form
the basis of their assessment for the year.
In Year 8 Music, boys will complete two integrated assessment tasks based on the topics of film and
rock music which will form the basis of their assessment of performance, listening and composition.
Year 9 and 10 Elective Music students are expected to contribute to the co-curricula music
opportunities available to them, to extend and enhance their musical skills. In addition to this, they
should be undertaking individual music (instrumental or vocal) lessons to develop their skills and to
prepare for individual performance opportunities such as recitals and in-class concert practice.

Performance experiences will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Playing new instruments such as guitar, drums and keyboard
Performance opportunities on their own instrument based on prior learning as a soloist
and ensemble member
Singing
Performing individual and group compositions
Performing individually and as an ensemble
Learning how the concepts of music contribute to performance

Composition experiences will include:
•
•
•
•

The opportunity to experiment with musical ideas using instruments and voices
Learning skills in composing on their own device with notation software
The opportunity to perform and workshop their compositions
Learning how the concepts of music contribute to composition

Listening experiences will include:
•
•
•
•

Developing their listening skills through a variety of modules to learn about concepts of music
Participating in activities to understand, develop and/or extend theory and aural skills
Learning about the stylistic and cultural features of the contexts and genres studies
Learning how the concepts of music are used to appreciate a broad range of music
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Classroom Music in Year 11 and 12
Music 1:
•

•

In the Music 1 course, students will study the concepts of music through the learning
experiences of performance, composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range
of styles, periods and genres.
Students study three topics in each year of the course. Topics are chosen from a list of
twenty-one which covers a range of styles, periods and genres.

Music 2:
•

•

In the Music 2 course, students will study the concepts of music through the learning
experiences of performance, composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range
of styles, periods and genres.
Students study one Mandatory Topic covering a range of content and one Additional Topic in
each year of the course. In the Year 11 course, the Mandatory Topic is Music 1600 – 1900 and
in Year 12, Music of the Last twenty-five years: Australian Focus

Music Extension:
•

Students who undertake the Music 2 course are eligible to apply for Extension music
in Year 12. Students can elect to major in Performance, Musicology or Composition in
Extension music.

For enquiries regarding academic music, please contact the Director of Music.
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CO-CURRICULA MUSIC IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL
This program demands the same discipline from the students as for any other team activity,
with regular independent practice and attendance at all rehearsals being a key requirement.
The students’ experiences of in-house music camps, concerts, international tours, performing arts
competitions, collaborations with other schools and liturgies make the effort more than worthwhile.
Students must be involved in core ensembles to be considered for extension ensembles.
CORE ENSEMBLES

College Choir
•
•

Years 7-12
All students welcome to join

Senior School Concert Band
•

For all students with at least one year experience on a brass, woodwind and percussion
instrument

Symphony Orchestra
•

Entry by audition for advanced strings, brass, woodwind and percussion players

Symphonic Wind Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced brass, woodwind and percussion player

EXTENSION ENSEMBLES

Junior Chamber Choir
•
•

Years 7-9 and/or soprano and alto voices
For experienced and committed vocalists

Chamber Choir
•
•

Years 10-12 and/or tenor and bass voices
For experienced and committed vocalists

Senior School Senior Stage Band
•

For advanced brass, woodwind, guitar, piano, bass guitar and drum-kit players

Senior School Intermediate Stage Band
•

For intermediate brass, woodwind, guitar, piano, bass guitar and drum-kit players

Senior School Intermediate String Orchestra
•

Entry by audition for more experienced string players
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Senior School Senior String Orchestra
•

Entry by audition for advanced violin, viola, cello and double bass players

Senior School Chamber Strings Ensembles
•
•

For all string students
Students are placed in small groups based on their ability

Saxophone Quartet
•

Entry by audition for advanced saxophone players

Flute Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced flute players

French Horn Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced french horn players

Oboe Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced oboe players

Percussion Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced percussion players

Brass Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced brass players

Acoustic Guitar Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced acoustic guitar players

Clarinet Ensemble
•

Entry by audition for advanced clarinet players

Jazz Ensemble(s)
•

Entry by audition for experienced jazz players

Rock Band(s)
•

Entry by audition for experienced guitar, keyboard, bass, drum-kit players and vocalists

Cadets Marching Drum Corps
•

Entry by audition for beginner to intermediate percussion players

Ukulele Ensemble
•

All students welcome to join
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JOINING AN ENSEMBLE
Membership of ensembles is open to all students who demonstrate sufficient technical proficiency
on their instrument. Students who learn instruments outside the College program or who are new to
the College are welcome to apply for an audition. Students can apply for an audition at any time of
the year and will be assessed by the relevant Ensemble Director. Students who take instrumental or
vocal tuition at the College are expected to take part in the Ensemble Program. To register interest in
participating in the co-curricula music program, students should contact – Head of Music
Performance
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VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL TUITION
The College Music Department facilitates the engagement of vocal and instrumental tutors for
individual students. Application forms for private instrumental tuition is available on Manresa.
For further enquiries, please contact the Music Administrator.
VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS
Brass
Greg Bennett
Matthew Harrison
James Power
Tyler Wilkinson

Anastasia Coroneo
Kathryn Crossing
Alice Higgins

Michael Wray

Caroline Otto (Head of Strings)

Guitar

Nemanja Petkovic

Graeme Clark
Glen Farina

Oliver Miller
Bonita Williams

Tom Ferris

Voice

Giuseppe Zangari

Anna Fraser

Musicianship/Theory
Dr Peter Dart
Long Nguyen
Percussion

Joshua Salter
Virna Sanzone
Organ
Peter Kneeshaw OAM

Stefano Caroleo

Woodwind

Andrew Dickeson

Melinda Atkins

Adam Jeffrey

Alexandra Castle

Piano
Lee Akinsanya
Michael Bell (College Accompanist)
Marina Cheong
John Harkins
Leonard Metcalf
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Tim Clarkson
Hanae McLean
Long Nguyen
Jeremy Siow
Rie Tamaru
Duncan Taylor
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INDIVIDUAL LESSONS
• The teaching year is divided into four terms, i.e. two semesters.
• The usual duration of all lessons is 30 minutes. Longer lessons are available through arrangement
with the Director of Music.
• Lessons are rotated through the weekly timetable.
• Parents are required to give four weeks written notice to the Director of Music for the cessation
of lessons.
• Students are expected to study their instrument for a full year before considering changing or
stopping lessons.
• Students who learn an instrument or voice at the College are expected to take part in the
Ensemble Program.
• Students are encouraged to participate in Australian Music Examination Board (AMEB) or Trinity
College (London) exams.
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LESSON TIMETABLES
• Once an application for instrumental tuition is received, visiting instrumental teachers will contact
each student to organise lesson times.
• A copy of a timetable will be emailed to students and parents. They will also be located on notice
boards outside the Music studios in the Junior School and Senior School.
• It is the student’s responsibility to check the timetable at the beginning of each term and week to
confirm lesson times.
• Tutors record the next lesson time on a Music Diary sheet which is supplied at the
commencement of lessons. Parents are encouraged to review the sheet each week to monitor
their son’s progress.
TUITION FEES
• Accounts are organised by the College Business Office and not by the Music Department.
• Lessons will be invoiced on the College Fee Statement at the end of each term.
• Tuition fees are currently set (2019) at the rate of $44.00 per half hour lesson.
• Tuition fees are reviewed annually.
• Tuition fees and instrumental hire fees do not apply to the Year 3 and Year 4 String Program or
the Year 5 Concert Band Program; however a small equipment fee may apply.
INSTRUMENT HIRE
The College has a limited number of instruments available for hire. Where possible, students are
expected to own their own instrument.
Personal ownership of the instrument encourages students to be more disciplined and dedicated to
lessons and regular practice.
Parents are encouraged to investigate various commercial hire/purchase schemes, which are
available at a number of reputable music shops, if appropriate.
• Loan agreements which set our all conditions will be issued for all loans and rentals of
school instruments.
• Instrumental hire fees do not apply to the Year 3 and Year 4 String Program or the Year 5 Concert
Band Program.
MUSIC LOCKERS
A number of locker spaces for instruments is available, at no cost, by registering with the
Music Administrator. No responsibility is accepted for any instruments stored at the College.
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IMPORTANT MUSIC DEPARTMENT FORMS AND DOCUMENTS
See below links to important Music Department forms and documents:
•

Vocal & Instrumental Tuition Handbook - http://bit.ly/SACMusicHandbook2019

•

Music Tuition Enrolment Form - http://bit.ly/SACMusicTuition2019

•

Music Tuition Termination Form - http://bit.ly/SACMusicTuitionTerm2019

•

Application for Music Ensembles - http://bit.ly/SACMusicEnsApp

•

Co-curricular Music Ensembles Rehearsal Schedule - http://bit.ly/SACMusicEnsTimetable2019
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